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The Coverlets of
William Leinbach

Umce you step through the door of Bill
Leinbach's weaving studio, the bound-
aries of time seem o lose their mean-
ing. It's as if you've been transported
back almost 200 pears, b0 an age when
the word "industry” mesnt hard work
rather than big business, and machines
were still powered by man. Even the
sounds are unfamiliar to the modern
ear: the soft “woosh™ as the shuttle Mies
mcross 8 web of cotton thresds, the gen-
tle rustle as the heddle frames raise
and lower the warp, and the resound-
ing thump as Bill pulls home the heavy
batten, bringing the newly laid woolen
wedl up to join the slowly growing eloth,

Bill Leinbach's appearance enhances
the illusion. A member of the Old Ger-
man Baptist Brethren, he wears the
beard and simple clothes typical of the
men of this traditional religious
group—a look that hes changed little
gince the Brethren first settled in Penn-
sylvania in the early 17008

Born in Berks County, the heart of
Pennsylvania German country, Bill's
early life was strongly influenced by
the traditions of the area. In college he
studied Ornamental Hortieulture, but
he became fascinated with early ex-
tiles when he learned how to spin using
an old spinning wheel. Before long, his
interest in early textibes developed into
a wish to wesve similar fabrice by the
same methods his ancestors used,
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Hill Leinback apectalises in wearing “noer
shot ™ coverlels in the teme-honored frodition
o fuis Ferrsylpenia aromstors, The fine exam-
ple ahown opposite indicete the abiliful
workmanalip thal goes inito arch of the cover
lety hor wemoes.

Now an experienced crafisman, Bill
apecializes in weaving cotton and woal
“evershot” coverlets that are virtually
identical to those made by wesvers two
centurbes ago. In overshot ocoverlets,
threads of both the warp and weft shoot
ower each other to create solid blocks of
color that contrast sharply with the
background. The colored wool weft and
natural-colored cotton warp also can be
interwoven to produce the hall-tones
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that sdd depth to the overshot pattern.
Only the finest combed ontton and wor-
sted virgin wool yarns are used to
weave a Leinbach coverlet.

Rill's handsome, four-harness loom is
particularly well suited for this time-
honored  job; it onoe to &
wesver named George Morris wha lved
in Weare, New Hampshire, during the
late 17T00s. Bill had learned from a
friend that this particular loom might
be for sale, and contacted the owners:
the family then living in Morria's home.
After much correspondence and many
telephone calls, Bill made the long
drive from Pennsylvania to New
Hampshire, only to find that the loom
was in pieces in the attic. While assam-
bling the pieces to make sure that the
loom was complete, Bill discovered
many other tools tucked among the at-
tic's dark and dusty corners. After ne-
gotiating, Bill was able to buy the loom
o well as all the tools that were stored
with it, obtaining, essentially, an entire
weaver's workshop dating back to the
18th century.

Inspired by thess unususl mequisi-
tioma, Bill taught himself to weave the
linens, blankets, and coverlets typical
of earlier times. During the past 13
years he has produced bolis of hamd-
woven linens for the Ephrata Cloister
(& historic religious community), made
“fustian” (a coarse (abrie of lnen and
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WOVEN COVERLETS

cotton) for use on the beds at the re-
creation of George Washington's hepd-
gquarters at Valley Forge, and made
coverlets for numerous customera, Dur-
ing work on the nearby Hans Herr
house, a historical restoration, Bill
served as textile consultant.

After weaving full time for eight
vears, Bill moved from one part of
Pennsylvania to another and lost most
of his established clientale in the pro-
cesg, In his new location, Bill found
himself unable to make o living from
his wenving alone, and took on various
other jobe. Finally, a friend ashed Rill
to take shuttle in hand once again and
wenwe him s coverlet. Since that time,
Bill's frequent appearances at craft
fairs, along with & renewal of the pub-
lic's interest in coverlets, have helped
burild his business anew. Along with his
coverlets, Bill also makes baskets and
has found time to restore the mid-194h
century brick house in which he lives
with his wife Edna and their two chil-
dren. Hill's weaving studio is attsched
to the house; he and Edna dismantled
an obd log structure they found in Eph-
rata, Pennsylvania, to build it

Like his prodecessors, Bill offers a se-
lection of standard coverlet patterns
with romantiec names like Double Com-
pass, Hovers Rosd, Double Chariot
Wheels, True Loves Knot, and Bloam-
ing Leaf. If other designs are desired,
Bill consults & historic pattern book.
Besides cotton-and-wosl overshob eov-
erlets, Bill wenves summer and winter
coverlets (see explanation on page 5T),
all-wonl plain-weave blankeds, and cov-
erlets with o twill weave and a tradi-
tional “goose-ewe”™ or  “hird's-eye”
pattern. The whimsical name of the lat-
ter stems from the coverlets’ overall
pattern of small diamonds—esch of
which has a spot or “eye” in the middle,

To give: his coverlets the richness and
depth of color typical in early exam-
plea, Bill dyes much of his weft yarn by
hand with dyes made from natural ma-
terials. In addition to the colors crented
with natural dyes, Bill also offers his
customers & choice of fine yarn in 26
different hues that he buys from s com-
mercial manufacturer,

The crowning touch of a Leinbach
coverlet is the cartouche or signature
block. This text block, located in ane
mrner of the ocoverlet, may contain
anything from a simple date to & hibli-
cal guotation. Or, this block may be
used to commemorate & special family
event such as a wedding anniversary or
birthday. Most often, the cartouche
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WOVEN COVERLETS

contains the date the coverlet was
made, the person it was made for, and
the name of the weaver.

The size of each coverlet s dealgnat-
ed by the customer. By carefully join-
ing the Slkinch-wide woven panels, Bill
can create overshot coverlets large
enough for even a king-size bed

Coverlets colored with natural dyes
range in price from 550 to 8750 de
pending upon the complexity of the
pattern, the size of the eoverlet, wheth-
er & cartouche is desired or not, and
how much lettering is required for the
cartouche, The coverlets woven with
commercially dyed yarn start at
around 3435, Bill also weaves a sensa-
tional whiteonewhite coverlet that ks
priced in the same range as the natu-
rally dyed variety.

For more information on ordering a
coverlet, write to William Leinbach,
A58 Royers Bd., Myerstowm, PA 17067,
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